YouthSpeaks
Nashville

Dear Poets, Writers, Mentors, and Educators:

Mentoring Literacy Through Spoken Word is a unique initiative for Middle Tennessee and for the
country. The seminar brings together Middle Tennessee’s universities as a first step toward
leveraging our collective resources to create spoken word poetry and hip hop education programming
which leads the nation. This course also breaks new ground by bringing together top poet educators
from around the country. These presenters have been critical in the revitalization of poetry as a
contemporary art form and as an educational tool.

In this age of extensive on-line socializing, the spoken word poetry movement has demonstrated the
off-line vitality which stems from using commonalities to cross traditional boundaries. It is appropriate
that this seminar will bring together Middle Tennessee’s college, high school, and middle school
writers in realizing the mutual benefit of a constructive and supportive new community.

In each of our grade school classroom residencies, students self-select through their willingness to
engage newness and step-out in front of their peers. We look forward to convening the 15 to 20
college students who are interested in driving the creation of this new writer community in Middle
Tennessee. Since this is a youth movement, students will be instrumental in its creation as they guide
their professors and institutions towards new possibilities.

Due to the limited space in this course and screening requirements for the practicum component, we
require an application and background check from students. Please return the enclosed application
to Benjamin Smith at 1704 Charlotte Ave., Suite 200 Nashville, TN 37203;
info@youthspeaksnashville.org; or fax to 615.261.7864

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss the seminar further.

All the Best,

o - <A

Benjamin Smith

Executive Director

Youth Speaks Nashville

1704 Charlotte Ave., Suite 200
Nashville, TN 37203
615.686.5456
info@youthspeaksnashville.org

1704 Charlotte Ave., Suite 200 Nashville, TN 37203 615.686.5456 info@youthspeaksnashville.org
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MENTORING LITERACY THROUGH SPOKEN WORD
APPLICATION
APPLICANT INFORMATION
Last Name: First Name: M.IL.:
School: Major: Year:
Street Address: City: Zip:
Home Phone: Cell or Message Phone:
E-Mail Address: Website:
I am a (check all that apply): O Poet O Spoken Word Artist O Emcee U None
Do you have reliable transportation? Q Car |0 Bus | Bike | U Other
Ethnic Identity:
O African - American O Asian American Q Pacific Islander
U White, Caucasian U Mexican American, Chicano |  Latino
O Multiracial/Multicultural O Other O Decline to State
What languages do you speak? | U (I
Professor Sponsor:
Professor’s Phone: Professor’s E-Mail:
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1. Why do you want to take this seminar?

2. What experience do you have working with high school and middle school youth?

3. Describe your experience writing creatively.

4. Who are your favorite music artists and what are your favorite songs?

5. Who do you think students are listening to in Middle Tennessee’s high schools and middle schools?
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Take no more than 10 minutes to write whatever you would like on this page.

Return to:

Youth Speaks Nashville
1704 Charlotte Ave., Suite 200
Nashville, TN 37203
info@youthspeaksnashville.org
Fax to 615.261.7864
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CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK
RELEASE FORM

Continued employment/volunteering with this agency is contingent upon the results of criminal background
checks. By signing this form you are granting Youth Speaks Nashville permission to undergo a background
information check on you. We use the services of ScreenNow, The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation Sex
Offenders Registry and the State of Tennessee Abuse Registry. If you would like a copy of the results please
submit your request in writing to Associate Executive Director - Operations. If requested, the results will be
sent to you within two working days of your request.

First Name MI Last Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Social Security Number Date of Birth Gender

I understand that I am giving permission to Qasis Center for the criminal background checks (as listed
above) to be performed. I also understand that my continued employment or volunteering with the
agency is contingent upon the results from these reports.

Signature Date
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
PURPOSE (Check One): [J New Employee [1 Volunteer [ Intern
[1 Other (Explain)
Program Code: Return Reports to:

10/99
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